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The rights of Ethiopians returning to their homeland

Returnees are people who have left
Ethiopia due to emigration, work permits,
or other factors and who come back to
the homeland due to their willingness or
unwillingness. They might be Ethiopian
or born in Ethiopia.

The government has issued regulations
and guidelines letting Ethiopians bring
personal equipment they used abroad
when they return.

The Customs proclamation no.
859/2014 has been repealed article 52 by
proclamation no. 1160/2019. According
to this proclamation article, 52 “personal
and household effects” means that a
traveler may require for his personal
use and the aggregate value or quality
of which does not exceed the amounts
laid down in the regulation issued by the
council mnisters.

The duty-free will be issued by

the minister of finance according to

proclamation 859/2014.

The ministry of finance has issued
directive 923/2014 E.C. to permit the
imported and exported goods.

Personal equipment that are duty-free

* Electronics goods one from each

e The medicines and medical pieces of
equipment that the traveler used (For
only one person’s consumption)

* The goods that are used by the family
during the trip like clothes, shoes, and
sanitation goods.

Those who seek this service can get
the service in nearby places where they
load their goods. Private autos will be
allowed after paying the relevant fees and
taxes if they are inspected by the Customs
commission’s main office.

Returning Ethiopians and/or
Ethiopians of born are expected to fulfill

the necessary documents according to
customs proclamation no. 859/2014
and with amended proclamation no.
1160/2019 article 129.

These documents are transport
documents, price documents, bank
authorization, inventory documents,
origin of country, and other important
documents determined by the directive
that must be attached to ensure compliance
with customs law.

In addition to a passport or other
associated travel documents, evidence
of staying abroad for atleast one year,
from the Ethiopian embassy and consular
office must be presented.

The commodities of the returnee have
to be listed in one document and have
to be verified. A packing list has to be
presented in one document.

Furthermore, commodity  price

verification or pricing statements, as well
as evidence indicating that the items have
been used for a year or longer, must be
provided.

Returnees must take their whole
properties within six months of their
arrival in Ethiopia, and requests made
after that will not be accepted.

They can transport their goods by air
or land and transport them twice. If they
want to use both shipping methods, they
can only use each one once.

Returnees must provide evidence
from the ministry of foreign affairs or the
relevant government body that they have
not stayed in Ethiopia for ninety days or
more during their stay abroad.

In the case of refugees, they must
present evidence from the relevant
government body that proves that they
have returned from migration.

The cooperation among the Gommission and the the Organization

Discussion among the Commission and the Organization

The Ethiopian customs commission
and the international  customs
organization held a conference to boost
their cooperation.

Speaking at the occasion the director
of institutional risk management and
ethics Ms. Seraklem Abebe noted that
in today’s interconnected world, where

Issue of modernizing
the tax system

Ministry of revenues discussed
with Bailgate’s foundation targeting
to modernize the Tax system On the
occasion, the state minister of revenue,
Mr. Tesfaye Tullu, stated that the
institution 1is implementing e-filling,
e-payment, and e-service.

However, those activities are not
being carried out as planned, and the

Ministry of revenues is collaborating
with Bailgate’s foundation to use new
technologies, improve human resources,
and improve service delivery.

Finally, an agreement has been
reached between the two organizations
to form a group that will begin work
within the next two months.

Discussion among the Ministry and Bailgate’s foundation

trade and commerce have no boundaries,
the role of customs officials stands as
a linchpin, ensuring the smooth flow
of goods while upholding regulatory
compliance.

Besides the active role of experts,
the top management plays a pivotal
role in the fight against corruption.
An encouraging activity is carried out
in order to comprehend the system’s
vulnerabilities according to her.

Representing  the  international

customs organization, the Rwanda
Revenue Authority’s professional in
charge of integrity and investigation,
Ms. Peace Janet, and Mauritius revenues
authority’s technical officer, internal
affairs division, Ms. Naja Magwa, gave
the training and shared their country’s
experience.

It is reminded that the customs
commission joined the World customs
organization’s  anti-corruption  and
ethics development project in 2018.

The World bank's willingness to

The Ministry of revenues and the
world bank discussed ways to upsurge the
revenue sector.

Minister of revenues, Mrs. Aynalem
Nigussie said that the world bank is willing
to support the country’s effort to cover
the national disbursement with national
income. To achieve this super-ambitious
plan building a modern tax management
system is mandatory according to her.

State minister of revenues Mr. Tesfaye
Tullu on his side said that the world bank
is one of the partners that is working to
support the revenues sector.

The institution aimed to support the

sector on policy issues, boosting the
domestic tax, and improving service
delivery and technology according to him.

The document pertaining to the issue
was presented by Mr.Rajul Awasti who
represented the World Bank delegation.

In his presentation, he stated that the
World bank would keep supporting the
country by enhancing its technology
capabilities in order to boost the amount of
money collected from voluntary taxpayers.

It is reminded that the minister of
revenues Mrs. Aynalem Nigussie discussed
with the World bank country director Mr.
Ousman Dine with the same issue.
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